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i protect sensitive information, in cities with major military installation 
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"IT'D BE SO 
MUCH NICER IF 
WE COULD ALL 
JUSTSMILEAND 
LIVE TOGETHER 
IN PEACE." 






























CHAPTER 13 

(August, 1944) 
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sarly twentieth century, the Asahi PleasL 
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removing the 
tiles from your 
roof. Thus, 
the mice will 
lose their 
playground, 
and incendiary 
bombs will not 
be impeded in 
their descent. 
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Nowadays, 
the mice under 
the roof and the 
air raid sirens 
are so noisy I 
can’t get a wink 
of sleep. 



umn 


My first advice 
is vigorous 
and repeated 
thwackings with 
a sturdy broom. 

If this does 
not induce the 
layabout to 
action, I suggest 
starting a rumor 
that he will leap 
into the arms of 
anyone nearby 
in fright at 
the sight of an 
earthworm. 




our neighbors in 
constructing an 
air raid shelter, 
leaving me 
ashamed of his 
lazy attitude. 
What ought I do? 

-Wife of an 
Altar Fittings 
Merchant (41) 
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The world : ! 
is filled to $ J 
brimming with l J 
people with i.; 
whom you i J 
will not get on \ » 
well. I suggest 
greeting them 
loudly and 
obviously, to 
shame them 
into a polite 
response. 
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I am having S 
difficulties ? 
making friends * 
with the other - 
women working - 
at my place of ~ 
deployment. | 

-A Girl ? 
Attending 5 
a Memorial \ 
Service (17) = 
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My husband positively 
refuses to permit me to 
relinquish the platinum 
ring he gifted to me. 
That seems...stingy and 
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T and diamonds 

t were requisitioned ',1^ 

- by the Japanese l,w 

■f government as 

• military supplies. 

* All citizens were 
“S required to turn 
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f that typically 

\ "continental,” 
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Everyone has 
things at which 
; they excel and 
things at which 
they do not. Care 
for her as you 
would a true 
sister and have 
patience in 
teaching her the 
right way 
of things. 

-Buddhist Priest 
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(|p)j The Yasukuni Shrine, located in Tokyo, was founded 
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OCBAN.Hat Brim: EMPIRE OF JAPAN 
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CHAPTER 23 

(January, 1945) 


Karuta is a traditional Japanese 
matching game using two decks 
of special cards. The object of 
the game is to determine which 
card displayed matches the card 
that has been read aloud, and 
grabbing it before any other 
player. Whoever grabs the most 
cards by the end is the winner. 

Iroha-karuta is a simpler variant 
aimed at children, using two 
decks of 48 cards each. One deck 
of cards features proverbs, each 
one starting with a different 
letter of the hiragana syllabary. 
The other deck is picture cards 
illustrating each proverb, with 
the first syllable written in the 
card’s upper corner. 
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(han? fomm 

JAPANESE 
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Himv 

MMTAZO. 

(MOMOTARO 
REPEATS 
EVEN 0GRE5.) 

Momotaro is the hero of a popular 
Japanese folktale. 
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I UTAH, ASA HO 

mm. 

I (singing kimiga/o 

I AT SCHOOL W THE 
MORNING.) 

■ Kimigayo, or “His Imperial Majesty’s 

■ Reign" is Japan’s national anthem. 
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B A hitataki, which is a bamboo pole 

B with a clump of rope at the end, 

B is an olden style fire extinguisher. 
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CHOKKIN'BAM. 

(TEACHER PRAI5EP 
MPPIOO/'BAHK.) 

In those days, the government 
strongly encouraged citizens to put 
their money into savings accounts. 

This was so that the government, 
which ran the banks, could then use 
that money for military expenditures. 
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Sign: Spirits of the War Dead Return Home, Joint Memorial Service (Hiroshima City) 
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T This is a children’s parody of the propaganda song Patriotic March (1938). The parody reached its greatest popularity around 1943~44--though in the proper lyrics the word “teacher" is replaced 
Th© original lyrics to those verses are; Lo, ebove the eestem see, cleerly dew ns the sky, Glorious end bright the sun rideth up on high. Spirit pure of heeven end eerth fills the heerts of ell. 
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READING DIRECTIONS 

This book readsfrom right to left , Japanese style. If 
this is your first time reading manga, you start 
reading from the top right panel on each page and 
take it from there. If you get lost, just follow the 
numbered diagram here. It may seem backwards at 
first, but you’ll get the hang of it! Have fun!! 
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The Manga that Inspired the 
Critically Acclaimed Film! 

1940’s Hiroshima Prefecture. Suzu, a young woman 
from the countryside, joins her new husband and 
his family in the shipbuilding city of Kure. As her 
beautiful home collapses around her, Suzu must 
confront the challenges of a new life while coming 
to grips with a world in turmoil. Unwilling to give 
up hope, Suzu struggles against the horrors of war 
to create her own happiness. 
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